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singularly displaying the manners, habits, and opinions
of the time, becomes grave history. He was
nearer forty than thirty when the passions of
youth, which had hitherto been controlled by habits of
severe study, came upon him with sudden and unresisted
violence. No religious scruples seem to have interposed.
The great philosopher, though as yet only an ecclesiastic
in dignity, and destined for the sacred function, a canon
of the Church, calmly determines to reward himself for
his long continence. Yet his fastidious feelings loathed
the more gross and vulgar sensualities. His studies had
kept him aloof from the society of high-born ladies;
yet, as he asserts, and as Heloisa in the fervour of her
imagination scruples not to confirm his assertion, there
was no female, however noble in birth or rank, or spot-
less in fame, who would have scrupled to receive the
homage and reward the love of Abelard. Though Abe-
lard was looking out, like a gallant knight, for a mis-
tress of his affections, there was nothing chivalrous or
reverential in his passion for Heloisa. He deliberately
planned the seduction of this maiden, who was no less
distinguished for her surpassing beauty than for her
wonderful talents and knowledge. He offered to board
in the house of her uncle, the Canon Fulbert, in order
that he might cultivate to the utmost the mind of this
accomplished damsel. The avarice and vanity of the
uncle were equally tempted; without suspicion he made
over his niece to the absolute authority of the teacher,
permitting him even to inflict personal chastisement.

Abelard's new passion only developed more fully his
wonderful faculties. The philosopher and theologian
became a poet and a musician. The lovers made no
attempt at the concealment of their mutual attachment.
All Paris admired the beautiful amatory verses of Abe-